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Indeterminate Sentence and Its Minimum Parole Eligible Date
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Professor, Faculty of Law, Keio University

Abstract

This article examines legal nature of indeterminate sentence and its minimum
parole eligible date. Recently, indeterminate sentence inmates are released on parole after
serving over 30 years on average, even though indeterminate sentence inmate is eligible
for parole after serving 10 years. The author supports the view that an indeterminate
sentence is not a life sentence but an “indeterminate” sentence literally, and points out
that a minimum parole eligible date of indeterminate sentence should be amended to 15
years (20 years in case of recidivists) based on more explicit rationale, namely a minimum
parole date should be determined from the standpoint of most effective rehabilitation and
prevention of re-offending of inmates by collaboration between institutional treatment and
community correction. The author also insists that an initial parole hearing should be held

on a minimum parole eligible date.
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