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Community Support for Drug Addicts at Offender Rehabilitation
Facilities in Japan: Effects and Challenges of a System for Partially
Suspended Sentences Recognized by Rehabilitation Facility Staffs

Atsuko Watanabe, Keiko Inoguchi, Eri Ukeda, Kiyomi Arai, Nobuaki Morita

The present study aimed to clarify difficulties in supporting drug offenders and the effects
and challenges of a system for partially suspended sentences recognized by rehabilitation
facility staffs. A questionnaire survey was conducted on 100 rehabilitation facilities across
Japan. The results indicated that a system for partially suspended sentences can provide
support over time and make the effects of a professional treatment program perceivable,
as well as that cooperation with drug addiction rehabilitation centers and other facilities
was progressing. On the other hand, rehabilitation facility staffs were experiencing the
burden of carrying out various roles, including employment support, management of daily
life, and dealing with drug problems among those they were supporting. Nevertheless,
rehabilitation facility staffs indicated a strong intention to deepen their knowledge and
understanding of drug problems to provide better support. These findings suggest
the necessity of providing opportunities for professional education and training and of

maintaining and improving motivation for providing support.

Keywords : Drug Offender, Community Support, Offender Rehabilitation Facilities,
The System of Partially Suspended Sentences for Drug Law Violations
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