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Characteristics of offenders from
different cultural backgrounds
and determinants of their criminalization

Kayo Konagai', Yuzuru Kawabe?, Akira Sutoh3, and Sato Sanai*
1 Nagano University, 2 Surugadai University, 3 Bunkyo University, 4 Sophia University

Since the 1980s, the number of foreign residents in Japan has increased, and a
significant number of people from different cultural backgrounds have settled. Here,
crimes by foreigners are not serious; rather, the problem are dropout of their children from
education and social marginalization. However, since crime is an extreme phenomenon of
marginalization, exploring their problems and criminalization is not only beneficial for the
offender treatment, but also contributes to measures for the multicultural society.

In this study, we compared offenders with different cultural backgrounds with general
foreign residents, and identified "coming to Japan at a young age," "lack of reliable people,"
and "poor planning" as determinants of criminalization. Furthermore, using covariance
structure analysis to explore the characteristics of the crime group, we found a model
in which "Japanese friends" leads to "affinity for antisociality," which negatively affects
"problem-coping strategies" with "planning, sense of responsibility, and problem-solving

measures' as elements.

Keywords : different cultural background, marginalization, criminalization, multicultural society
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